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Royal Roads University Adopts Official Chinese Name for Asia Operations

Chinese New Year marks the launch of the very first official Chinese name for Royal
Roads University (RRU). From now on, RRU is officially known across Greater China as

Huang Jia Han Liang Da Xue or 5 5 AR KA,

“Our university’s presence in the region goes back to 1999 when we began offering our
MBA program throughout Asia through educational partners,” said Royal Roads
University president Dr. Allan Cahoon. “Now that we have close to 2,700 alumni in
Greater China and have opened our first Asia Operations Office, it seemed appropriate to
affirm our commitment to this region by introducing an official Chinese name.”

Eric Hwang, Asia Operations Director for RRU, said the challenge in translating the
university’s name came primarily from the word “Roads” which does not refer to streets
but is rather an old naval term for an unsheltered anchorage.

An area of Royal Bay off the university’s oceanfront campus in Victoria, British
Columbia was called “Royal Roads” by both the Royal Navy in the 19" century and the
Royal Canadian Navy when it was formed in 1910. The name was used by the Canadian
government when it purchased a nearby private estate in 1940 to use as a site to train
junior naval officers. The institution eventually became Royal Roads Military College
and then Royal Roads University in 1995 when the Canadian government closed the
military college and turned the property over to the Province of British Columbia to
become a public university with a mandate that included strengthening relationships
within the Pacific Rim. Hwang said the new Chinese name was carefully selected with
this history in mind.

“Huang Jia means ‘royal,” Han Liang means ‘bridge to the Chinese people’ while Da
Xue means ‘university’,” said Hwang. “The third Chinese character in the name not only
refers to the Chinese people but can also mean ‘water.” Combined with the fourth
character; which means ‘bridge’ or ‘beam’ we come up with a powerful name that
reflects the university’s nautical history as well as its strong commitment to be a bridge
between Pacific Rim countries and to support education and development between

countries and cultures.”

RRU was the first and is believed still to be the only public Canadian university to deliver
programming in Greater China in the Chinese language and it has more alumni from an
Asian-based program than any other Canadian university. The university’s new Asia
Operations Office was officially opened in Hong Kong Nov. 30, 2007 by B.C. Premier
Gordon Campbell.
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“Like our Canadian learners, our learners and alumni from Greater China are
entrepreneurs, managers and rising professionals,” said Cahoon. “They are the upcoming
leaders of some of the world’s most powerful economies. Any action we take to
strengthen our programs in this region not only improves their ability to understand and
respond to the global workplace, but that of our own province and country as well.”

It is believed that the new official Chinese name of Royal Roads University is aligned
with the University’s long term strategy, and marks a new chapter in its development in
the Greater China area. Prospective students, current learners and alumni from the region
will not be negatively affected by this change at all as their degrees and diplomas are
printed only in English. On the contrary, learners and alumni gain greater value with
University's new Chinese name as it reflects the rich history, heritage and reputation of
the University as well as its strong commitment to Asia-Pacific region.

If there are any questions, concerns or comments, please contact Royal Roads University
at AsiaOperations@Royalroads.ca or visit RRU’s official website www.royalroads.ca.
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